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lifalit n1ioltlitv ill thie Ilite(l States, as e-i-
(leItced( lhv 1record(s aVailalale sillee tile orgtalliza-
tioIi of tile birthi reg;ish-tration ar.ea ii 191.), has
declinie(l ratlher stea(lilv. Tre rates in tlhe,
Almilaitai1 ,aliitt outlielrn States ar-e somiiewhlazt
higher thlain ill the tliree othier br-oad regeionis-
the Northiealst. North Cenitral, a(1n1d Pacific
sect iolns.

TIT'll(es of inif.ant nioirtality of iiiales aiid fe-
imailes aire 1)pairallel buit tile rates for femnales are
Molsi(leral)lv lowver tfllal those for, maiXlles. (Co1-
si(leilig act tial rates bv agre of the infant, tile
o1(lel thle ifanilt the lmiore rapid tile 1)ercentage
(leclMiI1 ill imifamit (leatil rates.

Re(dutioni of rates to a comil)airable -annual
i)asis i1(ficates extremiely hligh m11olrtality fromil
a11 call;es at time ages ill(ler 1 day and(1 1-2 days.
witil all uniniiterrupted declinie withi agre in tile
rates for tile 12 inionitIls of the first year of life.

Amiiongty infailts of all ages uinder 1 year, the
miiost frequient causes of illness are respiratory,
ligestive, commniiliicable, and coilgenital mal-
forllmatiolls ad diseases of eaiy1 'ilifailc. In
colltlr'ast, tile imiost frequtenit caiuses of (leatli are
imilatiuritv, bothi witll aind withiouit variious dis-
eases of early inifaicy, anid congveniital malfor-
miatiolls. 'lileilillloia also Stain(ls hlih as a

cauise of infaint mortality.
In five )road (liagniosis groups for illness an(l

mortallitv, inlfanlit illniess r-ates for feml-ales ar-e
genierall below those for mlales, and infaint
mnorfftlity rates for feniales are a(lmiost uniiforim-
lV lower thiani for mailes.

(Coisidering ani iimailiture inifaiit as one
w%veigllingf 2.500 gini. or less at birtlh and(l a mature
infant as onie weighing 2,501 gmi. or more at
birlth the nieoniatal inflant, mortality from all
cauises a1nd from specific causes among the ma-
ture a-s coinl)ared withi the imim-atuire was ex-
tremimelv simall. Ilowever, neoniatal moirtality
lmll(log in1fanits weihriniir 4 501 eiml. or more at
iirt]l wats somnewhliat hlighller thnli at the mini-
mmllatmm. whiich occiiire(l am1ong01 infainits weiglhil

.1 -4.000 gin.

hool)inig cough, ileasles, an11(1 chickelll)ox
hlad relatively Ilighl inicidleiice rates durinigle tile
first Xyear of life, and n1is) an(la germn
mIneasles, rather low rates ill thlat p)eLiod.
Wihoopill"mgCOUghi(calickenpox hmad relativelv
Iligil secondary attack. rates hut mieasles, rel-
Inan measles, and ilnumip)S had relatively low
Such rates.
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The accompanying summary covers the

principal findings presented in Public Health
Monograph No. 31, published concurrently
with this issue of Public Health Reports. The
authors are with the Division of Public Health
Methods, Public Health Service.

Readers wishing the data in full may pur-
chase copies of the monograph from the
Superintendent of Documents, Government
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. A
limited number of free copies are available
to official agencies and others directly con-
cerned on specific request to the Public In-
quiries Branch of the Public Health Service.
Copies will be found also in the libraries of
professional schools and of the major uni-
versities and in selected public libraries.
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